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$10.6  million  fish  hatchery  at  Cold  Lake 
plays  big  role  in  raising  walleye,  trout 


Over  200  people  attended  the  official 
opening  of  the  provincial  government's 
new  $10.6  million  Cold  Lake  Fish  Hatch- 
ery on  May  23. 

The  new  hatchery,  located  26  kilometers 
north  of  Cold  Lake,  was  officially  opened 
by  the  Honorable  Don  Sparrow,  Minister  of 
Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife  and  the  Hon- 
orable Ernie  Isley,  Minister  of  Public 
Works,  Supply  and  Services.  Also  in 
attendance  as  platform  guests  were  the 
Honorable  Tom  Siddon,  Federal  Minister 
of  Fisheries  and  Oceans  and  the  Honorable 
Colin  Maxwell,  Saskatchewan  Minister  of 
Parks,  Renewable  Resources  and  Culture. 

The  purpose  of  the  hatchery  is  to  grow 
fish  to  enhance  walleye  fish  populations  in 
Alberta  and  to  introduce  or  sustain  trout 
stocks  in  provincial  lakes.  The  Cold  Lake 
Fish  Hatchery  will  raise  between  16  to  25 
million  walleye  fry  and  200,000  walleye 
fingerlings  yearly;  it  will  also  raise  L4 
million  rainbow  trout  and  550,000  lake 
trout  yearly. 


Fish  hatchery  opened:  Isley,  Siddon, 
Sparrow,  Maxwell 


In  his  address,  Mr.  Sparrow  said,  "The 
'ernmcnt  recognizes  the  importance  of 
A  fishing  as  a  major  coniribulor  to  the 
growing  tourism  industry.  This  hatchery 
will  play  a  vital  role  in  replenishing  our  lop 
sport  fish  species,  which  in  turn  will  greatly 
enhance  the  sport  fishing  industry.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  last  year  342,000 
fishing  licences  were  sold  in  Alberia.  TTiis 
is  136,000  more  than  12  years  ago  which 
shows  how  this  important  industry  has 
grown." 

There  are  now  five  fish  culture  facilities 
in  the  province;  two  hatcheries,  two  brood 
(egg  producing)  stations  and  one  seasonal 
trout  rearing  station. 

Mr.  Isley  stated,  "As  MLA  for  the  Cold 
Lake  area,  I  believe  this  hatchery  will 
contribute  to  the  future  economic  growth  of 
the  region.  Sport  and  commercial  fishing 
are  important  industries  and  lo  keep  them 
economically  viable  this  type  of  facility  is 
needed." 


Pioneer  sport  fishermen  and  commercial  fishermen  in  the  Cold  Lake  region  were  honored  at  ceremony 


The  new  hatchery  is  the  most  techno- 
logically advanced  hatchery  in  Canada  for 
rearing  walleye.  The  main  lobby  of  the 
hatchery  contains  four  display  cases 
outlining  the  various  steps  to  raising  both 
trout  and  walleye  and  planting  them  in 
Alberta  lakes. 

Cold  Lake  has  long  been  recognized  for 
its  commercial  and  sport  fishing  industries. 
Since  the  early  days  of  this  century  many 
fisherman  from  the  Cold  Lake  region  have 
made  their  livelihood  from  these  industries. 
During  the  opening  ceremonies,  Messrs. 
Sparrow  and  Isley  unveiled  pioneer  plaques 
to  honor  six  Albertans  for  their  valuable 
contributions  in  helping  these  industries 
grow  and  develop.  Those  being  honored 
were:  Alphonse  Lefebvre,  Antoine  'Tony' 
Lefebvre,  Benoit  'Ben'  Lefebvre,  Sylva 
Miron,  Martin  Nyhus,  Peter  'Max' 
MacLennan  Sinclair. 


New  natural  area  opens  near  St.  Albert; 
provides  habitat  and  recreational  trails 


Opening  ceremony  for  Riverlot  56  Natural  Area: 
Sparrow  (centre,  with  back  to  camera)  and  Miller. 

On  May  12,  the  official  opening 
ceremony  for  the  Riverlot  56  Natural  Area 
was  held  on  the  site.  Presiding  over  the 
ceremony  were  the  Hon.  Don  Sparrow  and 
Doreen  Miller,  President  of  the  Riverlot  56 
Natural  Area  Society. 

HighHghts  of  the  ceremony  included  the 
presentation  of  a  $10,000  cheque  from 
Recreation,  Parks  and  WildUfe  Foundation 


to  the  Riverlot  56  Natural  Area  Society, 
and  the  attendance  of  the  Boy  Scouts  and 
Girl  Guides  honour  guard.  A  reception 
followed  at  the  St.  Albert  City  Hall. 

Riverlot  56  was  designated  a  natural 
area  in  April,  as  one  of  many  WildUfe  '87 
projects.  It  is  Alberta's  99th  natural  area. 

The  270-  acre  site,  which  borders  the 
Sturgeon  River  and  the  corporate  limits  of 
the  City  of  St.  Albert,is  an  island  of  natural 
public  land.  The  area  provides  good  wild- 


life habitat  and  recreational  trails,  and  has 
been  used  for  hiking,  cross-country  skiing 
and  nature  observation. 

The  government  and  site  sponsors,  the 
Riverlot  56  Natural  Area  Society,  have 
joined  together  in  ensuring  the  protection 
of  this  natural  area  for  continued  use  and 
enjoyment  by  the  public.  The  Society's 
12,000  members  include  the  Boy  Scouts 
and  Girl  Guides  of  Canada,  St.  Albert 
Protestant  Board  of  Education,  St.  Albert 
School  District  No.  3  and  the  St.  Albert 
Nordic  Ski  Club.  Under  the  direction  of 
Doreen  Miller,  the  Riverlot  56  Natural 
Area  Society  has  worked  hard  to  receive 
government  support  and  grants  and  has 
done  an  excellent  job  by  building  and 
grooming  trails. 

Alberta's  Natural  Areas  program  dates 
back  to  1963  when  the  first  reservation  for 
a  natural  Area  was  placed  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Lands  and  Forests.  Natural  Areas 
are  established  and  managed  by  the 
government  primarily  to  provide  a  land 
base  -  to  provide  for  the  protection  of 
sensitive  and  scenic  land  and  to  ensure  the 
availability  of  such  land  for  the  public's 
appreciation,  education  and  recreation. 

The  Natural  Areas  Program  is  looking 
for  sponsors  for  Natural  Areas.  Communi- 
ties, organizations  or  corporations  can 
assist  in  preserving  Alberta's  natural 
heritage  by  jointly  forming  a  society  to 
manage  the  area  or  by  becoming  a  volun- 
teer steward  of  a  Natural  Area,  contributing 
funds,  or  forming  a  management  advisory 
committee  with  other  site  users,  to  name  a 
few  options.  For  further  information 
contact  the  Natural  Areas  Program,  Public 
Lands  Division,  Alberta  Forestry,  Lands 
and  Wildlife,  4th  Roor,  9915  -  108  Street, 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  2C9.  Or  telephone 
(403)  427-5209. 


High  winds  are  cited 
as  major  problem  as 
forest  fires  jump  by 
133%  tiiis  year 

The  number  of  forest  fires  in  Alberta  for 
the  first  part  of  the  1987  season  is  up  133% 
over  the  same  period  of  1986. 

Up  to  May  31,  the  number  of  forest  fires 
reported  across  the  province  totalled  396, 
more  than  double  the  170  fires  in  1986.  At 
the  same  time,  the  area  burned  this  year 
was  24,485  hectares  (60,502  acres),  a  sharp 
increase  from  the  1,010  hectares  (2,497 
acres)  burned  in  the  same  period  a  year 
ago. 

(continued  on  page  3) 


Three  major  fires  accounted  for  most  of  the  burned  area. 


(Forest  fires,  continued) 

Three  major  fires  account  for  most  of 
the  land  burned  this  year,  says  John 
Benson,  Director  of  Forest  Protection,  with 
almost  20,000  of  the  24,485  hectares  in 
these  three  areas. 

Of  the  remaining  393  fires  this  year,  all 
were  contained  while  still  small. 

High  winds  have  caused  a  major 
problem  in  fighting  this  year's  fires,  with 
all  three  major  fires  having  had  the  winds 
as  a  conu-ibuting  factor  in  the  large  acre- 
ages involved.  Benson  added  that  all  three 
fires  were  man  caused. 

The  Forest  Protection  Branch  has  geared 
up  for  the  1987  season  with  all  presuppres- 
sion  forces  in  place  and  has  coped  very 
well  with  the  lightning  problems  which 
have  occurred,  even  in  situations  where  44 
fires  were  started  by  lighming  in  one  day. 

A  key  element  in  preparing  for  forest 
fires  is  the  weather  briefing  prepared  twice 
daily  at  the  Provincial  Forest  Fire  Centre. 
The  reports  are  based  on  information 
received  from  more  than  185  weather  sta- 
tions located  throughout  the  forested  areas 
of  the  province. 

The  information  contained  in  the 
afternoon  weather  report  enables  head- 
quarters' staff  in  the  various  forests  to 
calculate  the  fire  hazard  rating  and  to 
determine  firefighting  resources  required 
for  the  next  day.  In  this  way,  men  and 
equipment  are  assembled  in  high  hazard 
areas  and  are  the  initial  attack  force  if  a  fire 
breaks  out. 

Forestry  trailer  has 
busy  schedule 
across  province 

The  mobile  exhibit  trailer,  an  initiative 
funded  by  the  Canada  Alberta  Forest 
Resource  Development  Agreement,  began 
its  second  season  in  Edson  on  May  3.  For 
the  next  4  1/2  months,  the  display  will  u-av- 
el  across  Northern  Alberta,  visiting  trade 
fairs,  rodeos,  agricultural  fairs  and  special 
events  in  33  communities  along  the  way. 

The  display  trailer  was  designed  jointly 
by  the  Canadian  Forestry  Service  and  the 
Alberta  Forest  Service.  Display  compo- 
nents were  constructed  and  the  unit  is 
operated  and  managed  by  the  Alberta 
Forest  Service. 

Last  year,  some  28,000  Albertans  toured 
the  trailer  at  its  41  stops  along  the  Eastern 
Slopes.  Through  the  use  of  interactive 
components,  visitors  were  made  aware  of 
their  forests  and  how  they  are  managed 
today  and  for  the  future. 

If  you're  travelling  through  Northern 
Alberta  this  summer  you  can  see  the  trailer 
in  the  following  locations. 


Schedule  for  "Alberta's  Managed  Forests" 
Display  Trailer 


May 

03- 

06 

Edson 

May 

07  - 

14 

Northern  Al- 

berta Forestry 

Show, 

Grande  Prairie 

May 

15- 

18 

Beaverlodge 

May 

19- 

21 

Sexsmith 

May 

22  - 

24 

Spirit  River 

May 

25- 

28 

Fairview 

May 

29- 

31 

Grimshaw 

June 

01  - 

05 

Peace  River 

June 

06- 

07 

Manning 

June 

08- 

11 

High  Level 

June 

13- 

15 

Falher 

June 

16- 

18 

Valleyview 

June 

19- 

22 

Kinuso 

June 

23- 

25 

Smith 

June 

26- 

29 

Athabasca 

June  30 

-  July  03 

Westlock 

July 

04- 

05 

Clyde 

July 

07- 

08 

Thorhild 

July 

10- 

12 

Long  Lake 

July 

13- 

15 

Wandering 

River 

July 

16- 

20 

Ft.  McMurray 

July 

22- 

26 

Slave  Lake 

July 

28- 

29 

HighPrairie 

July  30  - 

Aug 

05 

Lac  La  Biche 

August 

07- 

10 

Boyle 

August 

01  - 

15 

Bonnyville 

August 

16- 

19 

Cold  Lake 

August 

21  - 

25 

Grand  Centre 

August 

28- 

30 

Elk  Point 

Sept 

01  - 

03 

St.  Paul 

Sept 

04- 

06 

Ft.  McMurray 

Sept 

09 

Smoky  Lake 

If  you  would  like  more  details  on  the 
trailer  or  its  schedule  you  can  contact  Jim 
Skrcnek  at  427-8755. 


Ps/Tc/a  receives 
honorary  diploma 
from  south  college 

Ernie  Psikla  has  been  awarded  an 
Honorary  Diploma  in  Conservation 
Enforcement  from  the  Lcihbridgc  Commu- 
nity College. 

Mr.  Psikla,  an  Executive  Director  with 
Alberta  Fish  and  Wildlife,  received  his 
honorary  diploma  during  the  college's 
convocation  ceremony  on  May  1. 

He  was  honored  in  recognition  of  his 
voluntary  effort  in  the  development  of  the 
conservation  option  of  the  Environmental 
Science  Program  at  Lethbridge  Community 
College. 

While  he  was  Director  of  the  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Enforcement  Branch  at  Alberta 
Fish  and  Wildlife  he  hired  the  first  gradu- 
ates from  the  Conservation  program. 

This  is  the  second  time  an  Honorary 
Diploma  has  been  awarded  by  the  Lethbr- 
idge Community  College.  It  was  presented 
by  Buck  Cunningham,  Chairman,  Environ- 
mental Science. 

Honorary  diploma:  Psikla,  Cunningham 


Rocky-North 
Saskatchewan 
Resource  Plan  is 
given  approval  by 
cabinet  committee 

The  Rocky-North  Saskatchewan  Inte- 
grated Resource  Plan,  covering  about  7  000 
km  ^  (2  700  sq.  mi.)  of  forested  foothills 
west  of  Rocky  Mountain  House,  has  been 
approved  by  the  provincial  cabinet's  Eco- 
nomic Planning  Committee. 

This  marks  the  latest  step  in  an  ongoing 
province-wide  program  of  integrated  re- 
source planning  to  provide  direction  for  the 
management  of  Alberta's  natural  resources 
and  thus  reduce  potential  conflict  among 
developers,  government  and  the  public. 

The  gently  rolling  landscape  of  the 
Rocky-North  Saskatchewan  planning  area 
takes  in  portions  of  the  Nordegg,  Baptiste 
and  Upper  North  Saskatchewan  river 
drainage  and  the  Prairie  Creek  watershed. 
Planners  have  designated  about  906  km^ 
(350  sq.  mi.)  of  the  area  as  a  critical  wildlife 
zone,  where  fish  and  wildlife  are  protected. 

It  is  the  intent  of  the  plan  to  allow  use  of 
the  full  range  of  resources  while  recognizing 
watershed  and  other  environmental  consid- 
erations. Exploration  and  development  of 
petroleum  and  natural  gas  resources  are 
significant  activities,  along  with  timber  op- 
erations. A  large  part  of  the  Pelican  Spruce 
Mills  Forest  Management  Agreement 
falls  within  the  planning  area. 

Outdoor  recreation  is  focused  on  rivers 
and  lakes  in  the  region,  and  both  hunting  and 
fishing  are  popular.  Agricultural  develop- 
ment occurs  along  the  eastern  edge  of  the 
planning  area. 

Primary  responsiblity  for  implementing 
the  plan,  which  applies  only  to  Crown  lands 
and  resources,  rests  with  regional  representa- 
tives of  provincial  resource  management 
agencies. 

As  in  the  preparation  of  other  plans,  a 
public  involvement  program  was  conducted 
during  development  of  the  Rocky-North 
Saskatchewan  Integrated  Resource  Plan  to 
provide  the  public  with  information  and 
opportunities  to  comment  on  proposals. 

Comments  were  submitted  by  several 
public  interest  groups,  including  Alberta 
Canoe  Association,  Alberta  Fish  and  Game 
Association,  Alberta  Trappers  Association, 
Alberta  Snowmobile  Association  and  the 
Canadian  Petroleum  Association/Independ- 
ent Petroleum  Association  of  Canada.  There 
were  also  representations  by  numerous 
resource-based  companies  and  individuals 
with  an  interest  in  the  area. 
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In  keeping  with  the  integrated  manage- 
ment approach,  the  public  will  continue  to 
be  involved  during  implementation  of  the 
plan. 

Copies  of  the  Rocky-North  Sas- 
katchewan Integrated  Resource  plan  are 
available  from: 

Mr.  Cameron  McGregor 
Regional  Resource  Co-ordinator 
Alberta  Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife 
2nd  Floor,  Provincial  Building 
4919-51  Street 

Rocky  Mountain  House  TOM  ITO 
Telephone:  845-8245 

or 

Information  Centre 

Alberta  Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildhfe 

Main  Roor,  Bramalea  Building 

9920-  108  Street 

Edmonton  T5K  2M4 

Telephone:  427-3590 


9      R.  8       R,  7        R,  6       R  5       R  4       R  3        R  2        R  1 


More  information? 

If  you  would  like  to  obtain  more  infor- 
mation on  the  contents  of  this  newsletter  or 
any  other  information  on  the  policies  or 
programs  for  renewable  resources  in  Alberta, 
please  write  or  telephone  the  Communica- 
tions Branch,  at  the  address  below. 

Renewable  Resources  Newsletter 
is  published  ten  times  a  year  by  the 
Department  of  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife,  Government  of  Alberta. 
Deputy  Minister:  F.W.  McDougall. 

Editor:  Hugh  Calder, 
Communications  Branch 

Comments,  questions  and  suggestions  are 
always  welcome.  Please  contact  the  Editor, 
Renewable  Resource  Newsletter, 
910,  9942  -  108  Street, 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  T5K  2J5 


